Running a Scratch Competition
Have you thought about running a Scratch competition in your country, region, school or classroom? Do you want to hear some details about what is involved? Do you want some tips on how to get your own Scratch competition up and running? In our experience, a Scratch competition is a great motivator for students and teachers and a lot of fun for everyone. 
We’ve been running a Scratch competition in Ireland since 2010. What began with an initial request from a teacher has turned into a popular and well subscribed national competition. In this presentation I will share details of how the competition has grown over the years, the logistics and breakdown of the submission and judging processes, the different categories of projects and selection of projects for participation in the national finals. To date, the early stage judging has been virtual culminating in a national final where finalists are required to demonstrate and present their projects. The national finals have been held on International Scratch Day in May. We have partnered with other various organisations around the country to make the competition a successful one.
I will demonstrate some of the projects that have made it to the national finals. I will also share some of the feedback from the students that participated in the national finals. 
I will outline some of the growing pains we encountered while running the Scratch competitions so that you don’t have to discover these for yourself!

